STAT |

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/03/11 : CIA-RDP87M01152R000500680006-2

0\0

<

Next 2 Page(s) In Document Denied

Q"&

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/03/11 : CIA-RDP87M01152R000500680006-2




ARTICLE APPE.ARED
ON PAG

CIA Re]:ji)“_

- ByRobutPerry

‘e .

Three years ago, as the admm-
xstrabon assured --Congress - that -
ousting Nicaragua’s Jeftistgovern-

" ment was not a U.S-goal, CIA para:"*
military officers preparedfar {am-73
bitious plaa to achieve =that ob;ec- »
tive, accorting to U.S. bffidials.: o
‘hOne" knowledgeable“official »who':
spoke only on conditionthat:he not>
be: identified, said a-tim&tablefar v
wert.hrowmg the Sandinisti regime "
by.the end of 1983 -wasrwritten by *.
- sehior \CIA paramilitaryofficers ‘in 1

" early 1982, shortly after: President -
Reagan authorized .start of the co- K
wvert-operation agdinst Nicaragua in
December 19817 =i ¥t den-efan -
- “There were dlways two'tracks,”
smd the official—the publicly stated -
CIA :objective of interdicting ‘weap-
ons going from ngu%Mst
Salvadoran guem'llas !hnd‘the ‘over ¥

“But an admmxstratlon ofﬁcnal sand,*
the plan proposing large-scale Us..:
! backing for the rebels: ‘never was -
approved and was “so absurd every- _
" one laughed at it.” He said the plan -
-was.only an 'attempt to show,
theory, what we could do : l
- This official, who :also demanded
anonymxty. argued that the CIA's
" refusal to provide the ‘Nicaraguan '
* rebels with sufﬁuentmilitary sup-
I plies to overthrow the:
| wis ‘proof - that' the! admxmstratxon
' never ‘intended rto -oust the 'Sandn-'t
mtas F‘--‘\'f -l\‘ _'4:5“"&“‘4“'." *
~*It was a2 nonplan“ one—oﬁicnal‘
-said;*They {the authors) were sént
" back to the drawing board.". = b ==

_..J X

- - But in his toughest  statemesit of -
* his Nicaraguan policy to ‘date, Rea- |

gan said at his news  conference
- Thursday that he :sseekmg the re- !

oval of the Sandxmsta regune un-

T mim b ~ "

Oust Sandjm_stas-

i‘ ) *y
' ‘1 WASHINGTON POST
24 February 1985

); ' Drew

.- . —

less'xt brings themebels mto the gov-
emment and changes its policies. .
u Denmmcmg the current govern- ..
~ment.as a “communist,. totalitarian
state,"Rugan urged resumption of
.p:s aid -to_the. rebels, whom he
-cilled“freedom “fighters.%-;A ‘con- ..
“gressional ban on‘aiding’ tbere‘bels :
i‘uplresThursday"“\ LR T
“Thefirst official said the nmetable
|_;was about 2 half-dozen pages™long -
md “set .:out - projected:: *anonth-by- *
monfh nsgrowth -of “the "ClA-backed -
Earmyapto theend of 1983 Whet the
_anti-Sandinista rebels were to march
~1nto-Managua and seize‘powerz=i= Riv-
‘The official said the tnnetable
“was-placed <in-a-file thatcontained -
' major’ policy statements ‘about-the
% covert-operation and was shown'to.
r.key‘ClA personnel ‘working :on Nlc-

,—: -u

: a months after it was wntten.
%Eﬂe added that CIA Director leham

i A Caseyknewofthedocument.‘” ‘
12 He said the ousterplanwasdxs—'
-mrded only when the CIA recog-;
mzed in the spring-of 1983 that the
rebels could still not mount a ‘seri~”
ouschallenge to the Sandinista'gov- .
ernment. He said it then ’became
Xclear’ that {the. mnetab‘le] was all’;
3 piein thesky.” i - ¥ e
F_-cia .spokesman George l.auder
-refused ..comment .about the pur-
portedtlmetable et e *-1

h*gressnonal oversight committees m
. 1982, Casey denied that the covert
"'operatnon ‘was intended-to" oust the
* Sandinista govemment;..according !
+t0' adxmmstrat:on and’ eongmsxonal v
-ofﬁaals' JY O oo )N ah-aN "};""'1“
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